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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -

1 -~ NIS, Sen Diego {Rd)

Copy to: }.- Region II, Pasadenz (R)
1 - 03I, Norton Air Force Bzse, San Bernerdino (RN)
" Repont of. B e b7< Office: Loz Angeles, Californis
Date:
Ficld Obfice File #: 100-41648 Bureau File £:100-387535

Fitle: COMIUIITTEE TO FRE: HORTON SOBELL

Chataster; INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C
INTERIAL SECURITY RCT OF 1850

Synopia:

- P¥* -
DETATILS . - . . . i

For the purposse of consictency and brevity, the
Committee $5 Free Lisrton Sabell will be svtrevicted er the
CFIiS and the Log Engeles Committee to Free lorton Sobell es
the LACFIIS.

All the meetinms 2nd activities reported heresin
occurred in Los Angeles, Cslifornia, unless othervice in- .
dicated. METOTRIATE AGTTCIES .

S OTFIZES N , o

i
FORNATIEN CORTAINED |
SURCTAESIFIED
> EL0WH

| SR
ENCFPI N
QIroaNISE.

CTASSIFIED BY

TIAY

Thir documen! conloinn hellher recommendatilions net conclusions of the T It i3 the ptopeniy of the B! and Is Joones to
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= - I. SCOPE -

As of April, 1958, the LACFIS wuas composed &olely of
the Los Anzeles Area Chepter and i commonly czlled the
Los hkngeles Sobell Committee.
I1I. CHLRECTZRIZATION

b2

The LACFIE (See CFMS Appendix) is the Los Angeles,
Czlifornia, affiliste of the CFRIS

JULIUS end ETHEL ROSENZERG &n
were convicted in United Stst
Court, Southern Disgtrict of 1
Fercn 29, 1931, on 2 charge of ‘conspirecy to
commit espioneze on behslf o the Soviet
Un%on. The ROSZIZZRGs were sentenced to
death on April 5, 1¢51, and #ORTON E0BZLL
wes gertenced to thirty years imprisonment
on the sane dete. JULIUS end ETHEL

2CSEIBERG were-lesslivenesusede5-—S3NESARE
Prison, CGssining, New York, on Junz 192, 1983,

&nd 1.0RT0H SOSIZLL is currently serving his

. sentence at the Federsl Penitentlary, Lewisdurg, . - - . -

Penncylvania.

IIX. LTS AND PURPOSES
b2 -

Betuween Cctober, 1957, end &pril, 1968,'the aim
and purpoce of the LLCFMS wes to work in behalf of KORTOH

SOEZLL and obtezin support and publielty for further legel
gction to obtzin his Ireedom.
iy

il ;. .
»

‘
-~ 2 -
.

- G -
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- " IV. WELDOUARTERS
b2

Az of Apri e
LPC?K; eng the eomnl 4 Po=t Office
Eox £252, Los Anzele

_ V. OFFICERS

Inforrant decer 1bed the orzanizetion ss very loosse-~
¥nit with meetinzs being held in verious recidences. Informent
advized none of the tiove *nvﬁv duale heve ectual titles end

‘ opercie the LACFHLS a5 & group.

o LAT CORIED . -

i ™ Informant identified photozrerhs of AT CORNER o= )
SRR S alten while he perticipeted in a pleiket line - '
- = 7 . 3dn Iront of the redere) Building, Los Enzeles, . - :
. protesiing Houre Commiftee on Un-inericen -
- .- Activities neerings beinz held in that bullding
betueen fpril 24, end foril 27, 1932.
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On Auvgust 27,.1055, JZAN SIRCLAIR sttended 2
“Peoplets Worid" (Pi) Fundé Rzicing Affair st

4olg liarsthon Street, Lot Angeles.- LDOROTHY

HEALEY, who has been publicly identified as the b0
chairnzn of the SCICP, was_the principel '

spealker

gt this meeting.

The P 1z & west coast communist weekly
neyspaper.

18 ETAFF

o

Tnere 1is '
Ins inzeles Arez Chepter hendles ell functions &nd ectivities.

presently no gtef? of the LACFMS and the




LA §00-L1648 : 4
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VII. FIKENCES

LA T-5 (L/15/€3) .

ks of Ap»il 16, 1G58, "The Sobell Comrittee” main- O

tained bank zeceount nunber 13-933 in the Security First
Keztionsl Bznli, 252 Morth Vestern Avenue, Los Angeles. The
bzlance in the 2ccount 28 of this date wes ?330 EO. There

were no cheelzs in the ageount at the €ime oF auc t end source
stated there had been no significent activity within the lest
00 days. The persons e¢urrently authorized to gign checis on
this account were EVILYN PFRELZMAN and SOPRIX DAVIDSOH.

Tne zbove informetion ds not to be made public ex-
cept uvpon issusnce 9f & subpoens duces tecun directed to the
manager of the above beni.

EVELYN LOUISE BURKETT FREZLN

La -6 (11/29/50)

Az of Jezpuzry 29, 1850, EVILYN BURKETT
wes the rxecutive Qpc"etary of the Music

Division, Hollywood frts, Sclences and
Profecciont Council {See Southern

ColiforntaCherter—ofthe—Rationzt
Counsil of the Lrts, Scilences end
rofessions Appendix).
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VITY, ACTIVITIES

P35
On August 12, 1667, there wes 2 LACFIS luncheon

honoring ROSZ SOBELJ 5t 1251 South St. &ndrews Ploce, Los

Angeles. . Tl

ROSE SOSELL tpove sbovt the status of the legal
sction in behslf of her con HORTCN SODCLD.

3

Wy

[N

Tt

e Y v N Ty

- re——

IX. POLITICAL A¥D
ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITY

- Informant advis ionzl sctivity
tne LACFIS during thi i
£

1
n2Tit of the CiiS. ©

™
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Lo Be o "MORNING FRITVEITY (1F) {SEE APPENDIXY
In the Ur of ipr3t I, 1052, on Pzge 3,
entitled "Uorton S5bell--1B Yezrs E2hing Bers” w
SAANH PEL-YZLILIN. The sricicle Ceseribed the ¢rd
and of the AGSENSZZRZS (ehove) sn3 the cubsenuent
"Hotional Sobvell Commiiitec.” The zrticleconoliud
interacted chould press for 2 review of SCDELLs
his freedomn. .
) P — - - .
- &
- { : -9-
. 3 . .
.’
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het those
e gnd for
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at 2 meeting for the benafit o the
SOPHIE DAVIDSOH znnounced a‘:"uture&,a
the LACF.S. .
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- . APPENDIX SR |
COMMITTEE TO FREE MORTON SOBELL {

- ’ N o i T

"Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL and
JULIUS ROSENBERG in June, 1953, the 'Communist campaign assumed
a different emphasis. Its major effort centersd upon WORTON
SOBELL, ! the ROSENBERGs' co-defendant. The National Committee
to Becure Justice in the ROSENBERG Case - a communist front
which had been conducting the campaign in the United States =~
was reconstituted as the National Rosenberg - Sobell Committee
at a conference in Chicago in October, 1953, and 'then the
Nztional Committee to Secure Justice for MORTON SOBELL in the
ROSENBERG Case'...”

.-

{"Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications,”.

" dated December 1, 1961, issued by the House Committee on
- Un-American Activities, page 116.)

In September, 1954, the name "National Committee to
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature issued
by the Committee. In March, 1855, the name "“Committee to Secure
Justice for lorton Sobell" first appeared on literauure issued
by the Committee, 1In August, 1956, the name "Committee to Free
Vorton Sobell” first appeared on literature issued by the '
Committee,

The Address Telephone Directory for the Borough of

Nanhattan, New Yorl City, published by the New York Telephone
Company on March 20, 1967, 1lists the above Committee’s address
as 150 Fifth Avenue, New York City.

'{ L APPENDIX R B i
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e . APPENDIX
o - "MORNING FREINEIT"

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publi-
cations”, revised, December 1, 1961, page 193, states:

1. The Communist International "subsidized % ® &
the founding of the CPUSA's newspaper, Freiheit",

(Subversive Activities Control Board, Docket

No., B1-10i, Modified Report wlth respect to
S the Communist Party of the United States of
- . America, Dscember 18, 1956, p. 159.)

2. A "Communist Yiddish daily”.

(Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE, Congressional
Record, September 24, 1942, p. 76B6.) :

3. "fhe Freiheit has been one of the rankest
organs of Communist progaganda in this country for almost
" a quarter of a centary.’

{(Special Committee on Un-American Activites,
House Report 1311 on the CIO Political Actlon

Committee, Narch 29, 1948, v 757)

APPENDIX
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER OF
THE MHETIONAL COUNCIL OF TEZD ARTS,
SCIZNCES AND FROFESSIOHS
The "Guide to Subversive Crganizations and
Pablications" issced by the House Un-American Activities
Committee dated Decarber 1, 1661, page 225, contains the - -
Tollowing information concerning the Southern California _ ‘
Chapter of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences LT
- and Professions:
1. Cited as "one of the major Cormanist-dominated
propaganda media on the Pacific Coast.” It is located
. at 7410 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, A :
(California Cormittee on Un-Anerican Activities,
Report, 1855, pp. 322 and 303; also cited in 1951
Report, p. 263.§ )
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UNITED STATES DETPARTMENT OF JUSTICE -7
FEDERAL BUREAD OF INYESTIGATION .
‘ w - --. - - Los.fngeles, California. .. - -0 - °° F
In Reply, Hghse Refer to Iiay 15, 1963 ‘- : ' i
File No. 330-416%3 - 3
~a— T . .o - " T T r
Title COMHITTEE TO FREE KORTON SOBELL
Chsracter INTERNAL SECURITY - C S
INTERNAL SECURITY RCT OF 1950 brc
Reference poport of S : : :
dated end ceptioned a& &bOve &
Ios Angeles. .
. A1l sources {except mny listed below) whose identities -
are concealed in referenced commnjcation have furnished relieble
information in the past.
7'.‘ SRR Yt
L 2 ]
- &; ’ . - "
- * ~ "—'-::.-:‘

rd

This document tantains nelther recommendoiions not conclusions of the FBI. It 1% the propsrty

ol the FEI and 1a Joaned 10 your ogency; 11 ond §'s conteals ore aot to be distribyted outside
your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING QOFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE INVESTIGATIVE FERIOD
' NEW YORK £ /01 I
CAGO 5/22/68 5/6-13/68
TTLE OF C REPORT MADE BY TYPED B*

{ITTEE TO FREE

5.4
WETON SOBELL

P A

REFERINCES: Report of SAlE dated 4/15/68 at 7€
Chicago.

Bureau lctter to Chicago 5/2/68.

-P -
ENCILOSURE S

TO BUREAU

Enclosed are two copies of revised characterization of
Chicago Solell Committoce for Dureau approval.

LEAD
CHICAG)

AT CIIICAGY, ILLINOIS. Will awnit Dureau approval
of revised characterization and continue to follow &nd report
activities of the Chicago Sobell Comuittee.

Case hos been: Pending over one year [} Yee [{7T] No; Pending pro+Jll . over six months [ Yes [ no

SPECIAL AGENT '
APPROVED

IN CHARGE OO0 NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

COPIES MADE: . 00 -/o ? /// -~

S~Bureau (100-337835)(Enc. 2)(RM ARCHED INDEXED | _ e S50Y

1-Region I, 113dth MI Group, Evan: B AR I Th T
Illinois (Via courier) co AT

1-081, Chicago (Via courier)
14N1S80, Chicago (Via courier)
(g Now York (100-107111)(RM)

~Chiicago (100-28530)

W Y
So¢

4

Dissamination Record of Attached Repor;— ‘Notations

Agency L1

« S

K]
Requast Reacd:

Dole Fwd.

How Fwd,

By
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it INISTRATIVE

The attached report has been classified confidential

s <+ walue furnished by
: AT L the disclosure of b2
S cou 14 reasonapiy result in the identification of these
inforuants ol continuing value and compromise future effective~-
pvess thereof. .

Cobies of this report are being furnisbed to Region
1, 113th MI Group, Evanston; OSI and N150,Chicago, because of
their continued jnterest in this organization.

DAVID L. SOLTKIR and Krs. DAVID {GERTRUDE) SOLTKER
e who are wentioned in this report as the guiding force behind
. the Chicago Sobell Ccommittee and who reside in the Chicago
D area, are Security Index subjects of the Chicago Division.

IRFORMANRTS

Source location

G T-3 Information regarding Mrs. DAVID
(GERTRUDE) FTREL

100-25530-2241

| _pe §
T : : COVER PAGE .
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Ur{.n STATES DEPARTMENT OF .QTICE _ -
"~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
CO IAL
gion I, 113th MI Group, Evanston (Via Courier) ~
~051, Chicago (Via Courier) f
Copy to: -NI8S0, Chicago (Via Courier) : o
Report of: Y , (SN b2 Ofic:  CHICAGO ~
Dote; v .
¢ AL, /968
Field Office File £: 100-25530 Bursou File #: 100-387835
Tirle: COMMITTEE TO FREE MORTON SOBRELL
Character: INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C

Swomsit: The Chicago Sobell Committee (CSC) is an affiliate of

captioned organization. As of May, 1968, the CSC was
operating out of Room 714, 192 North Clark Street, Chicago,
Illinois. DAVID L. SOLTKER is the guiding force behind the

CSC and is assisted by GERTRUDE SOLTKER, his wife, CSC
finances and activities set out.

- P -

NFIDENTIAL

This document contains neiiher teconmendations nof ronclusions of the FHI,

It 1e the proporty of fhe UL aud i fogied yo
your agency; H and lis contents are nas to be dintribuied ouis o your ayeney,
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TAILS:

The American Committee for Protection of Foreign
Born, mentioned in this report, has been designated pursuant
toe Executive Order 10450,

. The following organizations mentioned in this report
which have not been designated pursuant to Executive Order 10450
are characterized in the appendix section of this report: '

Chicago Committee to Defend the Bill of Rights

Chicago Committee to Defend Democratic Rights,
formerly known as Chicago Joint Defense Comumittece
to Defeat the Smith Act

Chicago Sobell Committee

Counmittee to Free Morton Sobell

Fair Play for Cuba Committee, Chicago Chapter
Fair Play for Cuba Committee

Midwest Committee for Protection of Foreign Born
National Lawyers Guild, Chicago Chapter

National Lawyers Guild

1. CHARACTERIZATION

The Chicago Sobell Committee (CSC) is the Chicago,
Illinois, affiliate of the Committee to Free Morton Sobell
(CFMS) which has its headquarters in New York City.

JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG and MORTON SOBELL were
convicted in United States District Court, Southern District
of New York, on March 29, 1951, on a charge of conspiracy to
commit espionage on behalf of the Soviet Union. The ROSENBERGs
were sentenced to death on April 5, 1951, and MORTON SOBELL was
sentenced to 30 years imprisonment on the sawme date.

_ JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG were legally cxecuted at
Sing Sing Prison, Ossining, Now York, on Junc 19, 1953, and
MOATON SOBELL is currently serving his sentence in the custody
off the Attorney General.

L ITeS
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II. ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

_ DAVID L. SOLTKER is the guiding force behind the
C3C and is assisted by GERTRUDE SOLTKER, his wife,

x4

e CSC is t of Roomw 714, 182 North
Clark Street, Chicago.%further advised that the &#290
room is rented to DAVID L. S0 R.
On May 10, 1968, it was observed by SA DANIEL J.
HURLEY that the directory in the building at 192 North Clark
Street, Chicago, reflected the CSC was an occupant of Room

714; also a sign on the door of Room 714 carries the nanme
Chicago Sobell Committee.

DAVID L. SOLTKER

The files of the Subcommittee on Un~-American
Activities, House of Representatives, as
reviewed August, 1943, reflected that the
name DAVID SOLTKER appeared as a signer to
the Communist Party (CP) Election Petition
Submitted to the State of Illinois in 1540,

On October 21, 1960, DAVID SOLTKER was in
attendance at a public meeting sponsored by
the Fair Play for Cuba Committee (FPCC)
entitled "Report from Cuba" held at Chicago.
Featured speakers were ROBERT TABER, former
CBS correspondent and Executive Sceretary of
the National FPCC, and CARLTON BEALS, Chair-
man of the National FPCC.

b2

'Mrs. DAVID (GERTRUDE) SOLTKER

The files of the Subcommittee on Un-American »
Activities, House of Representatives, as 1
reviewed in August, 1943, reflected that the

i A,

-~ 3 -
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name of Mrs., DAVID (GERTRUDE) SOLTKER appeared
as a signer of the CP Election Petition sub-
: . mitted to the State of Illinois in 1940, -

GERTRUDE SOLTKER as of 1943 was a member of
the CP.

(CG T-3, 1943)

On August 2, 1960, GERTRUDE SOLTKER attended

the 70th birthday celebration of PEARL M. HART,
President, National Lawyers Guild-Chicago
Chapter, at Chicago. This affair was sponsored
by the Midwest Committee for Protection of
Foreign Born and the Chicago Committee to Defend
Democratic Rights,

II1. FINANCES

The CSC raises funds through sustainers, solicita-
tions and contributions from individuals and the holding of
public affairs,

br0o

The following information regarding the CSC bank
account maintained at the Ams; apated Trust and Savigs Bank,
Chicago, was furnished by o the dates. indicated.
The information furnished y §SalliS no longer in his
possession and the information 15 not to be made publj
155 cum directed to &
Information concerning

onger in the possession b0

ept

wn against the CSC is no 1
iaor the bank,
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. Jate of Amouat of Date of Amount of Total Total Amount of
Month Oopening Opening Closing Closing Deposits Withdrawals
Balance Balance Balance Balance
February
1567 1/31/67 $408.95 2/29/67 $342.47 3 40,00 $§ 106.48
( March,1967 2/29/67  342.47 3/31/67  311.24 0 31,23
{ April, 1967 3/31/67 311.24 4/30/67 284,81 5.00 31.43
May, 1967 4/30/67 284.81 5/31/67 514.41 313,83 84.23
June, 1967 5/31/67 514,41 6/30/67 241.38 58,50 331.53
] July, 1967 6/30/67 241.38 7/31/67 209,98 0 31.40
August
1967 7/31/67 209,98 8/31/67 178.49 0 31.49
September
1967 8/31/67 178.49 9/30/67 163.14 56.30 71.85
] ’~ October
: *\@1967 9/30/67 163.14 16/31/67 180,31 69,00 51.83
-~ November 10/31/67 180,31 11/36/67 171.52 63,00 71.79
1967
December : '
1967 11/30/67 171,52 12/29/67 351.65 1,513.33 1,333.20
Januar -
1968 12/29/67 351.65 1/31/68 445,32 125,25 31.48
! had g e
February
1968 1/31/68 450,08 66,00 61.34

445.32

2/29/68

(CG T-5, 3/17/67-4/2/68)
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IV. ACTIVITIES i

On May 21, 1967, the CSC held a theatre fund
g;;sing performance in Chicago at the Columbia School of
ma, S10 North Lake Shore Drive, Chicago. Approximately -~
80 persons attended the performance and no speeches were made.

On May 10, 1968, source advised the CSC holds only
one or two affairs a2 year, such as a white elephant sale or
a theatre party in order to raise funds.

On October 5, 1967, a source furnished a letter
from the CSC, 192 North Clark Street, Room 714, Chicago,
dated September, 1867, This letter was addressed Dear
Collector and signed by GERTRUDE SOLTKER for the committee.
The letter was an appeal for funds to be supplied to the
national office to fight SOBELL’s legal battles. It mentioned
that the legal fight to free SOBELL was on its way to the
Supreme Court and funds were needed to aid in this battle,
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APPENDIX

CHICRGO COMMITTEE TO DEFEND
ILL OF RIGHTS

-.-..‘;-.u‘in-.\

The Chicago Committec tu Defend the Bill of Rights
(CCDBR) maintains headquarters in Rooms 801-803, 431 South
Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois,

tain mass Support to abolish the House Committee on Un~
American Activities and to defend Smith Act and Taft-Hartley
victima. He said there would be no formal affiliation wlph any

A second source advised on October 31, 1960, that the
CCDBR was formerly organized on October 26, 1960, with RICHARD
CRILEY as Executive Secretary after he motivated organizing the
meeting of October 26, 1960.

A third source advised on May 15, 1967, that the
original stated purposes of the CCDBR continue to be adhered to,
with CRILEY continuing as the motivating force behind the
Committee.  The Board of Directors, however, now includes many
individuals in the religious, educational and labor fields who
are not known as CP members.
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MITTRE 10 OLFEND DEMOCKATIC : -~
RICHTEZF Faruerly huo-n asx Chicags Joint _ 4
;
1

Defensg Committee Lo fkteat the Snith dct

A source advised on April 15, 1958, that the Chicago
Joint ﬂchHSU Commitive to Defeat the Smith Act (CJIDC) was formed
by the Communist Party (CP) in Marcn, 1956,

<iar ik

W

A e name of the CJDC was changed to the Chicago
mittee to Defend Democratic Rights (CCDDR). The purpose of the
CCDDR, according te its "Statement of Principles and Organization®
was to “.,.defend and extend the human rights embodied in the Bill
of Rights...and to put an end to the political and racial persecu-
tion which threaten American democracy today”.

The second source further advised on May 18, 1960, that
as of May, 1860, the CCDDR continued to function within the
framework of its stated principles and that in accordance with
its “Statewent of Principles and Organization®” had a number of
"Working Committees’ which included the Chicago Smith Act Families
Committee, South Side Freedom Committee, and Taft-Hartley Working
Committee. The source further stated that as of May, 1960,
RICHARD CRILEY was serving as the Executive Secretary of the
CCDDR.

This same source advised on February 1, 1961, that the
CCDDR continued to operate until QOctober 26, 1960, when the
Chicago Committee to Doefend the Bill of Rights (CCDBR) was formed
and the offices and assets of what was formerly the CCDDR were
taken over by the CCDBR. At the October 26, 1960, meeting, a
referendum for approval of the above described action was called
for, and subsequently votes were solicited from "associates” of
the old CCDDR. The scurce further advised that no formal disso~
lution meeting of the CCDDR was ever held, but for all intents
and purpases, the CCDDR ceased to exist on October 26, 1960, and
CRILEY, its Exevutive Secretary, since that time.

K1CHARD CHILEY, according to a third source, was a
menber of the State Committee, CP of Illinois, as of February,
1961.

APPENDIX .
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g“CHIC:”tGrO SOBELL CNMMITTEE ~

P

&ov1seq that the Chicago Sobell Committee (CSC) rents Roon
192 North Clark Street, Chicago,

A source advised on April 19, 1962, that the CS8C,
which was also known as the Chicago Committee to Secure
Justice for Morton Sobell, since its inception in 1952 had
been an affiliate of the National Committee to Sccure Justice
for Morton Sobell with headguarters in New York.

In August, 1966, the name "Committee to Free Morton
Sobell"” appeared on literature issued by the Committee in New
York. .

A second source advised on May 8, 1964, that DAVID
L. SOLTKER appeared to be the guiding force behind this
Committee and is assisted by GouRTRU